Good Buddies
-Symbiosis in Action-

Name: ____________________   Date: _______________ Class: _____

Define the following:

Symbiosis: ________________________________________________

Mutualism: _______________________________________________

Commensalism: ____________________________________________

Parasitism: _______________________________________________

Instructions:

Step 1:

You have been given pictures of 30 different organisms. Which organisms are likely to have a relationship where at least one of them benefits?  Use your best reasoning skills to pair up the 15 matches and make an educated guess as to which symbiosis they represent.
Table 1: Predict the Pairs
	Pair
	Organism A
	Organism B
	Symbiosis
	Who Benefits and how?

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	


Step 2:

Now you will be given the actual symbiotic pairs.  Write their information in the following chart.
Table 2: Actual Symbiotic Pairs
	Pair
	Organism A
	Organism B
	Symbiosis
	Who Benefits and how?

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	


Analyzing:

1. How can a symbiotic relationship be beneficial?  What is this called?
2. Give an example of a symbiotic relationship where one organism is harmed or killed.  What is this called?

3. What is commensalism?  Give an example.
4. Which symbiotic relationships surprised you? Explain.

5. Why is it necessary for some organisms of different species to work together in order to survive?
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