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Environmental Science 

Unit:  Energy 

Gulf Oil Spill – The greatest environmental disaster in United States history?

Objective:  The student will determine and explain the cause and impact of the Gulf Oil Spill as they research the topic using the internet and by viewing a PBS news report on the topic.  

Instructions:  Visit the following site and watch the video report (11:49) titled ‘Gulf Oil Burn Begins as Leak Creeps toward Louisiana Coast’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfPaJMsALLo 
You will then use the internet to fill in whichever gaps exist in your report on the cause and impact of the Gulf Oil Spill.  
GULF OIL SPILL - What happened?
1. Where has this happened?  When did it happen?  

2. What happened?  How did it happen?  

3. How much oil has been released into the Gulf of Mexico to date?  How big is the slick?  How much oil is dumping into the Gulf every day?  
4. What is being done to contain the oil? Who is handling the containment/ clean-up effort? Is this likely to change?  How so? (What future plans are in the works to contain the oil?)  

5. What preventative measures are being done to ensure this doesn’t happen at other offshore rigs?    Describe any precautions being taken at current offshore platforms.  
6. What does this mean for plans for future offshore drilling platforms?  
IMPACTS:  Cite and explain specific examples (minimum of 2 each) which you have learned from your research. 

7. Environmental impacts:
8. Economic impacts:
9. Social impacts:
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